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Crosby High School graduates make their way down to the football field for graduation ceremonies 

Wednesday in Waterbury. Jim Shannon Republican-American 

 

WATERBURY – Have the audacity to dream. Be resilient. Aspire to greatness. Find something that makes 

you happy and harness it to give back to the community. 

Those were some of the messages to Crosby High School’s graduates Wednesday evening, their last as 

seniors and the night of the school’s 119th commencement. 

Hundreds of parents came together, celebrating the hard work of seniors who gathered at the school’s 

football field under a June sun and stepped off it as adults walking into hopefully bright futures. 



“You will stumble and fall along the way, but remember you are never, never a failure,” principal Jade 

Gopie told them. “Failure is life trying to move us in a different direction. Learn from each and every 

mistake. Every mistake is there to teach you and to force you to be more of who you are truly destined 

to be.” 

More than 200 graduates were scheduled to walk, some headed to the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology, Worcester Polytechnic Institute and the University of Connecticut, among others. Their 

hard work in the classroom has earned graduating seniors more than $1 million in scholarships. They 

volunteered thousands of hours to the community, fed the homeless and organized food, clothing and 

toy drives, Gopie said. 

Keynote speaker Dr. Duarte Machado, a neurologist and Crosby alumnus of the class of 1997, told the 

class to have a vision of what they wanted to accomplish, sharing that when he was a freshman at the 

school, his grandmother was diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease. 

Many students wore decorated caps during graduation ceremonies Wednesday at Crosby High School in 

Waterbury. Jim Shannon Republican-American 

He set out to learn more about the disease. That path led him to become an expert in muscular 

disorders, including the disease that afflicted his grandmother. He’s now a clinical professor at Yale 

University. 

“Each of you also has a mission in life and you cannot truly be living your most fulfilled life until you 

recognize your mission and dedicate your life to pursuing it,” he told them. 

Valedictorian Klajdi Gjonaj told his fellow seniors that no amount of technology can solve some of the 

issues that the world faces today. 

“Only by sharing our experiences and sticking together can we tackle the tough problems that our world 

is faced with,” he said. 

In telling the class they were one of the best in the state, Mayor Neil M. O’Leary advised them to pursue 

what makes them happy in their lives. 

“If you share that happiness with others and make their lives happy, you will feel a sense of reward that 

you cannot believe. Maybe you’ll have the time to give back something to whatever community you 

land in,” he said. “Because God knows we can use all the help we can.” 

Contact Jonathan Shugarts at jshugarts@rep-am.com. 

 

 


